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AGENDA

 What are the Florida Standards Assessments?

 Subjects and Grades Assessed

 Test Schedule

 Test Timing

 Test Design and Test Item Types

 State Science Assessment

 Score Information

 How are FSA results used?

 Helpful Resources
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Assessment Grade Level Test Dates(s)

FSA Writing Grades 4 and 5 April 6, 2021

FSA ELA Grade 3 April 5-6, 2021

FSA ELA Grades 4 and 5 May 3-4, 2021

FSA Math Grades 3-5 May 5-6, 2021

Fcat science 2.0 Grade 5 May 10-11, 2021



WHAT SUBJECTS AND GRADES ARE TESTED?

Grades 3,4, & 5 - FSA English Language Arts 
(ELA) 

Grades 4-5 FSA Writing

A student must take both the Writing and 
Reading tests to receive an FSA ELA score.

Grades 3,4, & 5 - FSA Mathematics

Grade 5 only - Statewide Science 
Assessment



Good Cause Exemptions from Mandatory Third Grade Retention

Florida Department of Education

1. Limited English proficient students who have had less than 2 years of instruction in an 
English for Speakers of Other Languages program based on the initial date of entry
into a school in the United States.

2. Students with disabilities whose individual education plan indicates that participation
in the statewide assessment program is not appropriate, consistent with the
requirements ofs.1008.212.

3. A student who demonstrates through a student portfolio that he or she is performing
at least at Level 2 on the statewide, standardized English Language Arts assessment.  

4. .  Students with disabilities who take the statewide, standardized English Language
Arts assessment and who have an individual education plan or a Section 504 plan that 
reflects that the student has received intensive instruction in reading or English 
Language Arts for more than 2 years but still demonstrates a deficiency and was 
previously retained in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3.

5. Students who have received intensive reading intervention for 2 or more years but
still demonstrate a deficiency in reading and who were previously retained in
kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3 for a total of 2 years. A student may not be
retained more than once in grade 3.



ARE THE TESTS TIMED?  YES!

• FSA Writing – Grades 4 and 5

– 120 minutes (1 session)

– A 3-minute break after 60 minutes of testing

• FSA ELA – Grades 3, 4, and 5

FSA Mathematics – Grades 3, 4, and 5

Statewide Science – Grade 5

– 160 minutes over two days

• 80 minutes – Day 1

• 80 minutes – Day 2

– A short break is given after 40 minutes of testing



PAPER-BASED TEST MATERIALS

 Grade 3-5 ELA & Mathematics

 Students will receive a Test and Answer Book

 Students will work problems in their Test & answer book.

 Grades 4 and 5 Writing 

 Students receive Writing Planning Sheet, Test & Answer Book

 Grade 5 Science 

 Students will receive a Test Book & Answer Book/Sheet

 Practice Tests have been developed by DOE.  Students will have an 
opportunity to take the practice test at the school prior to the actual 
test.   

 Available on the FSA portal for public access.  
Go to fsassessments.org > Practice Tests
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TEST ITEM TYPES - ELA

 ELA Item Types

Multiple Choice 

25-50% of test is composed of enhanced items which include…

Multi-Select

 Selectable Text

Multi-Part

 Table Match

 Editing Task Choice



TEST ITEM TYPES - MATH

Math Item Types

Multiple Choice

Multi-Select

Table Match

Response Grid

Editing Task Choice



REFERENCE SHEETS

 Grades 4 & 5 Math will 
receive reference 
sheets

 Grade 4 some 
formulas will be on 
the reference sheet

 Grade 5 some 
formulas may be 
included with the 
test item

 Grade 3 Math does 
not receive a 
reference sheet



TEST DESIGN - SCIENCE

 All items on the Grade 5 Science test are multiple choice.



ELECTRONIC DEVICES

No electronic devices are permitted during testing

Students MAY NOT have any electronic 

device (e.g., cell phone, mp3 player, 

game system, etc.) on them OR within 

arm’s reach even if they do not use them.

This is cause for immediate invalidation of 

test.



SUPPORTS WE HAVE PUT IN PLACE TO 

ENSURE YOUR CHILD IS SUCCESSFUL

 Spring Break Academy.

 Instruction aligned with Florida standards and is data-

informed.

 Writing workshops

 Math Bootcamp



How can I support my student?

• Parents and families can promote student success by staying 

involved in their student’s education, offering positive support and 

feedback, and encouraging their child to relax and do his or her very 

best. 

• By staying connected with their student’s school and teachers and 

taking advantage of online resources, such as school websites and 

portals, parents and families can stay informed and be equipped to 

meet the needs of their student at home. 

• To help students, parents/guardians, and educators understand what 

the FSA test items will look like, the department provides computer-

based and paper-based practice tests on the FSA Portal.

• Encourage attendance throughout tutoring sessions scheduled.



FSA PORTAL
 FSA Portal: www.FSAssessments.org

 The FSA Portal was developed as a communication tool by the 

Florida Department of Education and contains all published 

information regarding FSA assessments, and released Practice 

Tests

 Access to the portal and information is public.

http://www.fsassessments.org/


HELPFUL RESOURCES

FSA Portal

www.FSAssessments.org 

Florida Department of Education Web Site

http://www.fldoe.org

School Accountability Reports

http://schoolgrades.fldoe.org

http://www.fsassessments.org/
http://www.fldoe.org/
http://schoolgrades.fldoe.org/


Q & A / CONCERNS


